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is called 'intemalization' of the man-made values, opinions, customs
and traditions. This situation has been the same ail along. It is
asked whether there is no change at all. It is impossible not to
be affected by time. Society is always undergoing the process of
change, and therefore ideas are bound to change.

The old society which was wholly dependent on agriculture is
not there my more. Industrialisation has enabled towns and cities
to grow. The pressure of population in cities is giving rise to new
ways of life, let alone new modes of dress and life-style. The old
joint family has given place to the nuclear family. Women of all
classes are compelled to take up jobs because of the situation
created by rising prices. The crucial point to be noted is that the
husband alone exercises control over the earnings of both. Even
when properties are acquired by the family, they are purchased in
the name of the husband. The wife always entertains the opinion
that her husband is more intelligent, more capable and efficient than
herself. This outlook is common for all women, whether they be
doctors of philosophy or medicine, the peoples1 representatives like
the MLAs and MPs, or ordinary voters. Therefore it is not surprising
that she has been accorded a secondary place at home and in
society. Is this not a reflection of the old society ?

The next question that confronts us is whether there is a new
outlook among women in respect of education, marriage and
employment. It is gratifying to note that literacy among women has
grown from 3 per cent on the eve of Independence to 39.71 per
cent now. But, for what is this education? Is it for acquiring
knowledge? Is it for reduction in the dowry to be paid, or is it
for obtaining a husband of standing and status in the society? Is
it because of the idea that it is better to educate the unmarried girl
rather than allow her to be idle? These are the aspects to be
pondered over. There is no fundamental change of view with regard
to education. Why should any woman go in for employment? Is
it for the development of the personality, or is it for exhibition of
skill and expertise? Young women who have attained proficiency
in several skills and vocations work till they are married. Thereafter
they are under the command of their husbands. They will give up
their jobs if their husbands desire so. The working woman does
not entertain the opinion that she has to depend on herself, and
that she has responsibility of her own. Can this be termed change?
Even in the matter of choice in marriage, man has an advantage.
How many women think that it is a blow to their individuality and
demeaning to their self-respect to give dowry? Of late a new type